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CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS & YEAR FOR PRIESTS
MEMORIALS
We will soon be decorating our church Please pray for our priests that they might
for the Christmas Season with poinsettias, be strengthened in their ministry. The list
wreaths, garlands, and lights. Your Me- for this week is:

morial will help us to do this. The offer-

ing for a memorial of a loved one is $10.
Please print CLEARLY the name of the deceased in the Sunday, December 6 Fr. Brian Campbell
space provided below, place the offering in the collec- Monday, December 7 Msgr. Raymond Blair
tion basket or bring it to the Parish Office. The names Tuesday, December 8 Fr. Juan de la Calle

of the deceased will appear in our bulletin in January. Wednesday, December 9 Fr. Hugh Dufty
Thursday, December 10 Fr. Jean Boulin
NAME Friday, December 11 Fr. William Cantwell, CSP

Saturday, December 12 Fr. Richard George

Prepare the way of the Lord!

"UN-TRIM THE TREE"
Parish Advent Program

This year our Parish has 371 people to whom we can distribute Christ-
mas gifts donated by you, our parishioners. The presence of the Church
ministering to those who are less fortunate is truly a blessing to these
families.
98 children at Holy Cross Preschool
16 children at West Palm Beach Head Start
57 children at Good Samaritan Haitian Fellowship Church
100 handicapped adults & families
100 adult seniors in Riviera Beach

Each parish family may participate in our Un-Trim the Tree Parish Advent Program in the fol-
lowing way:

1. Take one or more paper ornaments from the Advent Tree in
our Sanctuary along with a "directions" flyer which can be found
in a basket beneath the tree.

2. Purchase & wrap the gift and tape the ornament on the package.
Please indicate on this tag the contents of the gift.

3. Place the gift under the tree no later than Sunday, December 13.
Your gift will be delivered by our van drivers during the week before
Christmas.

UN-TRIM THE TREE FOR CHRISTMAS AND WELCOME THE BIRTH OF
OUR SAVIOUR BY SHOWING
OTHERS HOW MUCH WE CARE!!
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MASSES

Thursday, December 24
5:00 PM - CHILDREN’S PAGEANT
(come early for pageant seats)
(Concert begins at 4:30 PM)
8:00 PM
(Concert begins at 7:30 PM)
11:00 PM
(Handbells & choir concert begins at 10:30 PM)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
7:30AM - 9:00 AM - 10:45AM
NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY

CONFESSIONS
Saturday, December 12 - 3:30 - 4:30 PM
Saturday, December 19
8:30-9:00 AM and 3:30 - 4:30 PM

CHRI TMAS MARY MOTHER OF GOD

Vigil - Thursday, December 31 - 5:00 PM
Friday, January 1 - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
) NO EVENING MASS

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
11:30 AM on Thursday, December 24
Friday, December 25,

11:30 AM on Thursday, December 31
Friday, January 1

THANKSGIVING UPDATE FROM ST. VINCENT DE PAUL &
ST. PAUL’S VAN MINISTRY

We did it again - we had a successful year! On Thanksgiving Day we distributed 700 meals: 300 to EL SOL, 150 to
Villa Regina, and 150 to a Baptist Church, Senior Citizens Center, and St. George’s Soup Kitchen. In addition, we dis-
tributed 725 bags of food, including cakes, pies, bread and paper products. We also gave out 700 Publix gift cards val-
ued at $20 each to St. Francis of Assisi Parish, St. Ann’s Place, migrant workers and registered clients at our parish. We
delivered 93 banana boxes of food, paper products, diapers and 63 bags of food to St. Mary’s Parish in Pahokee.
Through your generosity, we collected $15,750! We spent $14,000 on Publix gift cards and the rest on meals for the
needy. Many thanks to the 35 volunteers who helped throughout the week. And of course, none of this would have
been possible without the extreme generosity of you - our parishioners!
THANK YOU ALL & GOD BLESS YOU!

: Sunday, December 13 - 6:15-8:00 PM - MEMORIAL MASS - There will be a Memorial Mass

OUTH Confirmation I&II celebrated for Clint Odell, husband of Cathy (Amrhein)
Sunday, December 20 - Adult Leadership ~ Odell on Sunday, December 13 at 3:00 PM at Our Lady of
Monday, December 21 - Confirmation Leaders Christmas Florida Spiritual Center. Light reception to follow. Clint
Party, 6:30-8:30 PM at Chesnes home. RSVP by 12/20. entered eternal life on September 16, 2009.
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DID YOU KNOW? - Today there are many individuals
and groups attacking the very basic beliefs on which our
nation was established. Our founding fathers rightfully
gave God credit and recognition for His help in creating
our free American society by placing the name of God on
our money, in our pledge of allegiance, and on federal and
state buildings. Now people of faith are told to “keep it to
themselves”, and there are pressures to remove God from
all the above. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Council 12322
at St. Paul of the Cross suggests we help counteract these
efforts by stamping all our outgoing mail with the words:
“IN GOD WE TRUST”-—(especially on all the Christ-
mas cards and packages we send out). Council 12322 is
selling SELF-INKING rubber stamps for $20 each. The
money raised will be used for various KC charities here at
St. Paul of the Cross. Consider purchasing several as gifts.
These may be purchased at the Parish Office or call 744-
0066.

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CEMETERY - On
Sunday, December 13th, Our Lady Queen of Peace Ceme-
tery will be hosting the Annual Worldwide Candle Light-
ing Ceremony for The Compassionate Friends, from 7:00
to 8:00 PM. The Compassionate Friends consist of parents
and families who have experienced the loss of a child. We
would like to invite all who are interested to attend and/or
participate in this event at our outdoor chapel. The cere-
mony will include live music, candle lighting, prayer, and

fellowship with many who have experienced a similar .

loss.

RESPECT LIFE - As we approach the birth of Christ, it is im-
portant to remember that God himself became a zygote, a
morula, a blastocyst—a tiny embryo before his implantation in
Mary’s womb. In so doing, He blessed and sanctified each and
every stage of human life. It is sad how quickly we humans are
willing to discard the divine.

For those who fight against the truths of the Respect Life move-
ment that their eyes may be opened and their hearts converted,
we pray!

ALL SAINTS SCHOOL

Open House for prospective families (Pre-K through 8th
grade) will be held on January 15, 2010 from 9:00 - 10:30
AM. Please call the school for information or a tour, 748-
8994,

The students will perform their annual Christmas program
on December 9th at 1:30 PM for the school and parents and
on December 10th at 7:00 PM for parents and guests. This
concert will include many of the favorite Christmas songs
performed by the choir and band. Our school parents are
encouraged to attend and start your Christmas spirit.

On the evening of December 11th the students in grades 7
and 8 will hold their Winter Dance in the school’s Dining
Hall.

CONCERT - Sunday, December 13 at 7:00 PM at St. Pat-
rick Church. It’s the Annual Family Christmas Concert
“Silent Was the Night”, featuring the St. Patrick Choirs and
the Treasure Coast Flute Choir. Admission is free; a free
will offering will be taken.

RELIGIOUS SHOP - Stop by the Shop for a
~ great selection of gifts for everyone on your
Christmas list. All Nativity Sets, Christmas orna-
| ments and boxed Christmas cards are 20% off.

THE LEGION OF MARY - We welcome you to come and join
us at a meeting of The Legion of Mary. We meet in the Confer-
ence Room in the Church every Tuesday, at 8:45 AM. Along
with an opportunity to deepen your prayer life and learn more
about our Catholic faith, Legion members offer their time visiting
the homebound or sick and work on other spiritual projects of the
Parish and community. Come as a guest, there is no obligation.

ADVENT MEDITATION

© 1. 8. Paluch Co., Tnc:

Making Preparations - Twice in the year, at Advent and Lent, we spend weeks preparing our
souls for a great feast. Try imagining the preparation that Mary made. She spent three months
helping her cousin Elizabeth with an unexpected pregnancy. Then she had to face the awful
crisis with Joseph, who could not understand how she could be pregnant. (Matthew 1:19). Then
when things seemed to be on an even course for the birth, she found they had to pull up roots,

harness the donkey, and trek up to Bethlehem, where they could find no room in the inn. Mary’s main preparation was

adjusting to what was unexpected and unwished for.

Read the Word of God slowly, a few times over, and listen to what God is saying to you.

How has God’s Word moved me? Has it left me cold? Has it consoled me or moved me to act in a new way? Imagine
Jesus standing or sitting beside me, I turn and share my feelings with Him.

Help me Lord, to be more conscious of your presence. Teach me to recognize your presence in others. Fill my heart with
gratitude for the times your love has been shown to me through the care of others.
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Annual Christmas Eve
Children’s Gospel Pageant

Thursday, December 24, 2009 5:00 P. M.

Parents: Help make Christmas meaningful and memorable for your children! Encourage them to participate in our pageant to
be held during the 5:00 P. M. Christmas Eve Mass.

Sheep: 4-year olds, Kindergartners, First Graders — wear regular Christmas clothes. Costumes will be provided.

Shepherds: Grade 2-4 — wear some sort of shepherd’s garb.

Donkey: The first fourth, fifth or sixth grader who signs up. Wear shepherds garb, you will carry the donkey.

Angels: Grades 2-4 — wear a long white “angel” costume with silver trim at the hem and at the edge of the sleeves. Wings and ha-
los will be provided.

Archangel & Star: The first two fifth graders who sign up. Archangel needs an angel costume with gold trim. Star wears regular
Christmas clothing.

Kings: First three sixth graders who sign up. Costumes will be provided.

There will only be one rehearsal for the pageant.
You must be available for both the rehearsal and the pageant.
Rehearsal is Sunday, December 20, 2009 at 6:15 P. M. * - 7:30 P. M. in the Church.
*or when Mass is over!

Parent Volunteers are invited and needed to help children with costumes, lining up,
leading and directing them to their places, clean up, prop preparation etc.

To participate, please complete the following and return to the Parish Office by Friday, December 11" or call Joanne at 626-1873

Family Name:

Daytime phone:

Child: Age would like to participate as:
Child: Age would like to participate as:
Child: Age would like to participate as:

If any school age child is interested in singing for the pageant,
please call Jeanne at the Parish Office at 626-1873

I am willing to help as a volunteer. Name:




