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CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS &
MEMORIALS

We will soon be' decorating our church
for the Christmas Season with poinsettias,
wreaths, garlands, and lights. Your Me-
morial will help us to do this. The offer-
ing for a memorial of a loved one is $10.
Please print CLEARLY the name of the deceased in the
space provided below, place the offering in the collec-
tion basket or bring it to the Parish Office. The names
of the deceased will appear in our bulletin in January.

NAME

RESPECT LIFE - “A great prayer for life is urgently
needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world.
Through special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an
impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of life,
from every Christian community, from every group and
association, from every family and from the heart of every
believer.”

-Pope John Paul 11
May we reach out to help women who are struggling with
an unplanned pregnancy, we pray!

YEAR FOR PRIESTS

Please pray for our priests that they might
be strengthened in their ministry. The list
for this week is:

Fr. Sean deLeis, CSSP

Fr. Joseph Papes

Fr. Dumarsais, Pierre-Louis
Fr. Giuseppe Savaia

Fr. Rodney Titus
Wednesday, December 16 Bishop Raymond Lessard
Fr. Edmund Szpeig

Fr. Tomasz Makowski

Fr. John Block

Fr. Thomas Lafreniere

Sunday, December 13
Monday, December 14
Tuesday, December 15

Thursday, December 17
Friday, December 18
Saturday, December 19

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY

Come say Merry Christmas to Santa on Saturday, Decem-
ber 19th at the Knights of Columbus Council Hall on Pros-
perity Farms Rd. from 2:00 - 4:00 PM. Talk to Santa and
see the Children’s Pageant by St. Francis of Assisi Church
Youth Group. Parents bring your camera. Refreshments for
everyone. Please RSVP by December 13 to Marymargaret
Goldsmith, 848-8244.

JOIN US FOR A
MASS AND HEALING SERVICE
Thursday, December 17th, 7:30 PM
All are invited
Come share your prayers for yourself or
for a loved one, and benefit from the
precious healing power of the Eucharist

DID YOU KNOW? - Today there are many individuals
and groups attacking the very basic beliefs on which our
nation was established. Our founding fathers rightfully
gave God credit and recognition for His help in creating our
free American society by placing the name of God on our
money, in our pledge of allegiance, and on federal and state
buildings. Now people of faith are told to “keep it to them-
selves”, and there are pressures to remove God from all the
above. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Council 12322 at St.
Paul of the Cross suggests we help counteract these efforts
by stamping all our outgoing mail with the words: “IN
GOD WE TRUST”—(especially on all the Christmas
cards and packages we send out). Council 12322 is selling
SELF-INKING rubber stamps for $20 each. The money
raised will be used for various KC charities here at St. Paul
of the Cross. Consider purchasing several as gifts. These
may be purchased at the Parish Office or call 744-0066.

CHARISMATIC NIGHT OF PRAISE - There will be a
charismatic night of praise on Tuesday, December 15th,
7:30-9:00 PM at the Cathedral of St. Ignatius. Extended
time of praise and worship, teaching from the Word, prayer
for healing and individual needs. Bring a snack to share
afterward.

A CHILD’S NIGHT PRAYER
Now I lay me down to sleep.
I pray the Lord my soul to keep,
And angels watch me through the night,
Till I awake in morning’s light. Amen.

The men and women of Task Force Maine thank you for

your gracious actions in sending the care package. As al-

ways, | share your thoughtfulness with my co-workers and

it’s always a joy to receive anything from the States.
-Angela Browning

1218th Trans Co (CARGO) Transportation Company, Al

Asad Air Base, Iraq has sent a certificate of appreciation

to St. Paul of the Cross for the care package we sent.
-Scott Peterson, Captain Commanding
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Thursday, December 24
5:00 PM - CHILDREN’S PAGEANT
(come early for pageant seats)

(Concert begins at 4:30 PM)
8:00 PM

(Concert begins at 7:30 PM)
11:00 PM

(Handbells & choir concert begins at 10:30 PM)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
7:30AM - 9:00 AM - 10:45AM
NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY

CONFESSIONS
Saturday, December 12 - 3:30 - 4:30 PM
Saturday, December 19
8:30-9:00 AM and 3:30 - 4:30 PM

CHRI TMAS MARY MOTHER OF GOD

Vigil - Thursday, December 31 - 5:00 PM
Friday, January 1 - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
) NO EVENING MASS

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
11:30 AM on Thursday, December 24
Friday, December 25,

11:30 AM on Thursday, December 31
Friday, January 1

ADVENT MEDITATION
Gaudete Sunday
REJOICE

© 1.8, Paluch Co, Inc.

John the Baptist proclaims the coming of Christ into our midst and reminds us that our lives must
change if we are to be ready to welcome the Messiah at His coming. Today’s Scriptures are not unlike the bells that
seem to surround us at this time of year. They call us to rejoice. They call us to worship. And they call us to change. One
bell in particular, the Salvation Army bell, reminds us that not everyone has experienced God’s saving presence yet.
There are many who suffer while others wallow in abundance. “What should we do?” John the Baptist calls us to re-
spond to their need. He calls us to change our ways so that Christ’s saving presence can truly be manifested “in our
midst.” One way to discover what we should do this Advent is to pray the Our Father with extra sincerity and attentive-
ness. We pray, “Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done.” We commit ourselves to a spirit of trust and forgiveness and ask
to be kept from temptation. As we get ready for the coming of Christmas it is good to ask ourselves what God’s will is
for us, whom we are called to forgive, and how we are tempted. What should we do so that God’s kingdom might come
into our lives more fully this Christmas?

Part of the process of preparing for the coming of Jesus is to stand among the crowd and listen to John the Baptist. What
do I make of him? How do his words move me? Do I look forward to the coming of the one who will “baptize with the
Holy Spirit and fire”? How would John the Baptist reply to us if we asked him. “What should we do?”
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The NEWMAN SINGERS will return
to us for a concert on Thursday, January
7th.  Housing is needed for just one
night. If you are willing to welcome two
or more of these college-aged musicians
from the University of lowa into your
home, please call Jeanne in the parish of-
fice.

ALL SAINTS SCHOOL

The end of the second quarter is December 18th. This is
the last day for school before the Christmas break. This
is an early dismissal day as well.

All Saints will be closed for the Christmas holidays
from December 21 through January 4, 2010. Classes re-
sume on Tuesday, January 5th.
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A good exercise for the heart
is to bend down and help another up!

] %
. PLEASE PRAY .
2 for the men and women in our armed forces 2
< stationed overseas, <
“* for the military commanders who lead them, Y
g for President Obama and his advisors and, g
* *
* Josh Curtis Cpl. Russell McClure, USMC *
S 2nd Lt. Travis Blaschke, Army Aviation Michael Gordon-Tenant, Army S
‘% Spec. Thomas Bates, Army Capt. Christine Stevens, Army ¥
* Sgt. Sean Livingston, Special Forces Capt. Patrick K. Thompson, Army *
¥ Capt. Brice Roberts. Army PFC Thomas Greenia, Army ¥
Y Capt. Leah Gaunt Roberts, Army Tech Sgt. Kyle Mack, Minnesota National Guard Y
* Capt. Michael Andrew Dytrych, Army Sgt. Jake Anthony, Army *
* Matthew March C.P.O. Navy : Capt. Andrew Rupp, Air Force *
* Capt. Jennifer Lammert - Rupp A = Lt. Kelly Lammert, Air Force *
Y Major Cornelius Hickey, USMC = : Capt. Nicolais Chighizola, Air Force Y
Y Mitchell Joslin, Army - Capt. Laura Lammert Chighizola, Air Force Y
Dy Lt. Eric Arthur Bruns E PFC Matthew Mongiore *
< Command Sgt. Major James Dickens, Army Capt. Thomas Harris, Army <
% Staff Sgt. Stephen Dickens, Army 3 LTJG Ruth Gaunt, Navy %
< Tech Sgt. Marcy Vaughn, Air Force ' Fr. Tom O’Flanagan, Chaplain, USN <
S Capt. Jeff Keating, Marines PFC Rachel Johnson, Army S
&% Major Matthew Farmer, Army Airman First Class Jeremy Arnt &%
e Captain Steve Irving, 101 First Airborne ! PFC Adam Blazak, Army 2
e Private Joseph LaSasso, Army Corporal Thomas C. Boehnlein, USMC e
1st Lt. Matthew Guidone, Army Col. John F. Dowd, Army
i Chris Bodley Fr. Brian Horgan, Chaplain, USAF i
Darrin Gabriel PFC Brian H. Pearce, Army
S Angela Browning Matthew Filimon IS
*r Jennifer Formell Michael Crump r
%’ Laura Sepeda Michael Gorezynski %’
* Spencer Calvin McGuire Bryan Neumann *
Y 2nd Lt. Andrew King, Army Brian Metzger Y
i Major Ralph Cosme, Airforce Reserve Amanda Wilson i
Sgt. Major Thomas F. McCracken USAC Chad Owens
* Scott Fruedenthal, Army *
* *
Y Merciful Father, You desire the welfare of all your children. Stretch out Your protecting arm over our men and women Y
Y% in the service. Shield them from every danger to body, mind and soul. Comfort them in loneliness, sustain them in hardship, <%
Y  give them the courage they need to fulfill their duty and so do Your will in all things. Bestow on our leaders and the leaders <
Y of the world the wisdom and prudence which will bring peace and justice to all men. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your <
2 Son, Our Lord. Amen. Mary, help of Christians, pray for us. 2
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