














Page Six July 5, 2009

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

WHAT THORN . .. ?

The Holy Spirit from time to time draws the veil of silence
across a particular passage of scripture. Paul's "thorn in the flesh"
in today's second reading is one of those silent places, for Paul-
much to the frustration of centuries of Christians-never tells us pre-
cisely what his thorn in the flesh is. His friends in Corinth most
likely knew what he was referring to, which was enough for him.
People have speculated that the thorn was anything from bad eye-
sight to rampant lust. But all this speculation misses the point, for
in his weakness, Paul comes to know and live the paradox of the
cross of Christ: it is in our weakness that God's greatest strength
can be made manifest. When we are strong, we imagine the

strength is ours; when we are weakest, we know that any strength or power we might have comes from God
alone.

THE THORN OF SELF-DOUBT

The neighbors and family of Jesus in Mark's Gospel passage today think that Jesus has a thorn: his
dubious credentials to be a teacher in the synagogue or a worker of mighty deeds. Some of us might think
that we have this "thorn" of insufficient qualifications to be witnesses for God's plan of salvation in Christ.
Sometimes we use this imaginary "thorn" of ours to excuse ourselves from the challenging work of living
"thy kingdom come' or to lead ourselves into a false humility about our inadequacy as disciples. We can
learn a lesson from Jesus and Paul today. Each of us, in spite of physical or personal shortcomings or limita-
tions (real or imagined), is called and chosen to be a messenger of the saving grace of God, each in our own
way. Whether we are spouse, parent, child, student, worker, employer- whatever role we have in life, God
can work in us and through us to be signs of grace for others. When we find ourselves afflicted with the
thorn of self-doubt, let us use that weakness to find our strength in God, and through our faith in Christ, con-
tinue to proclaim the Good News of salvation.

Today's Readings: Ezekiel 2:2-5; Psalm 123:1-4; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Mark 6:1-6
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Last week's Treasure mentioned the "Nuns of the Battlefield," religious sisters from several commu-
nities who served as nurses in the Civil War. Florence Nightingale had only instituted female nurses a dec-
ade before in the Crimean War, so the idea of women tending to wounded soldiers was extraordinary. The
medical and sanitary conditions on the battlefields were appalling, and the sisters were nearly all teachers.
Few had any medical training beyond what they had learned as youngsters in the family. Anti-Catholic
prejudice was so deeply entrenched in America that sisters could not wear their habits in public. These sis-
ters were the first, and people on both the Union and Confederate sides soon began to marvel at their brav-
ery, efficiency, and respect for Protestant soldiers. More than six hundred sisters from twenty-one communi-
ties went to war, serving in wretched conditions. They were tough and single-minded, efficient and fearless.

After the war, sisters could appear in public everywhere in the reunited nation, and often received
the praise and gratitude of grateful soldiers and family members on behalf of their sister nurses. An outdoor
monument to the "Nuns of the Battlefield" stands in Washington at M Street and Rhode Island Avenue. The
inscription reads: "They comforted the dying, nursed the wounded, carried hope to the imprisoned, gave in
His name a drink of water to the thirsty." Rev. James Field, (c) Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.




